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66. ADULTHOOD |

Earthseed is adulthood.

It's trying our wings,

Leaving our mother,

Becoming men and women.
We've been childrem/
Fighting for the full breasts.’

The protectlive embrace,

The soft lap,

Children do this.,

But Barthseed is adulthood.

Adulthood 1s both sweet and gad.

It terrifies., It empowers,

|
We are men and women now,

We are Earthseed,

And the Destiny of Earthseed’

Is to take root among the stars.'




But beware:

God 1is Change-l
Past 1is past.‘
What wasl
Cannotf

Come a831NB\

To survive,l

Know the past.'

Let it touch- yow,
Then let |
The past'
|

GOe

1. GOD IS CHANGE |

All that you!touch\

You Change.

All that yow Change |

Changes yoW.

The only lastinmg truth f
|

Is changeo\

God‘

is Change.




2. PRODIGY |

Progidy is, at its esSSEnce,

sdapbability and persistent, \
positive obsessiom. Withnutl

persistence, what remains is an‘

enthusiasm of the moment . Without;\

adaptiwility, what remains may’

be charmeled into destructive \

fanaticism, Without positive

obsessiom, there is nothing at all,

]

65, NATURE |

There is nothing alienﬂ
About natureo‘

Nhture|

Is all that exists.

It's the earth!

And a2ll that's onm it.

Itts the universel

And all that's in it.

It's God.'

Never at rest.

It's you, \

He, l

Us,
Th’emtl
Struggling upstream[

Or drifting down.‘



64, THE PAST‘ 3. A GIFT OF GoD |

A gift of God|
To survive, |

May sear unready fingers. |

Let the past‘

Teach ycu-(

4, WE SHAPE GODI

Past customs.l

Struggles,, We do not worship God.

Leaders and thinkers.{ We percelve and atténd God.}

We learm from God.

Let!
| With forethought and work, |
Thesge
We shape Gpd.
Help you.

Im the end, we yield to God.:

Let them inspire you;’

We adapt and endure,
Warn you;

For we are Earthseed/

—_———

Give you strength.

And God 1is Change.




|
5, GOD EXISTS TO BE SHAPED=

God is Power-‘

Infinite..

Irresistible,

Inexorable,l
Indifferent.l

Amd yet, God is Pliable- |

Trickst&r.’

Teacher.|
Chaos, i'

Claxui

God exists to be shaped,

God is Change,

63. ONLY ACTIONS |

Are you Earthseed?{

Do you believe?(

Bellef will not save youus

Onlyaactions‘
Guided and shapedl
By belief and knowledge

Will save you,
Belief}
Initiates and guides acbionh|

Or 1t does nothing. |



&, INTELLIGENCE IS ADAPTABILITY |

and new ways of life with new opportunities, new~ Tnkslllgenss 1870880 ix, 1ndividuali

1ity, Adaptations that amr intelligent |
wealth, new concepts of wealth, new challenges to , SR ED 2

; |
grow and to learn and to decide what to become.l specics may; makei
in a single generatiom, other species‘
Earthseed is the dawning adulthoodl

make over
of the human soecles, It offers the only ‘ %

many generations of selective’
true immortality. It enables the seeds of the\

|
d
Earth  to become the seeds of new life, new' breeding an

communities on new earths. The Destinyof \ aselective dyling. Yet intelligence 1s|

Earthseed is to take root among the stars, and’ demanﬁing,/
If it is misdirected DY accident or bY |

there, again, to grow, to learn, and to flye
intent, it carn‘

Foster its own orgies of brdeding and

dying.




7% A VICTIM OF G'OD‘

A victim of God may,

Throughh learning and adaptationa’

_B@comea partner of God,

A victim of God may,

Through forethought and planming,

Become a shaper of God.

Or a victim of God may, l

Through shortsightedness and fear.’

Remaim God's victim,

God's plaything,

God*s prey. l

62. REWARDS

All religions are ultimatelyy cargo cults,

Adherents perform required rituals, follow!

specific rules, and expect to be supernaturallyw

gifted with desired rewards- long life,

honor, wisdom, childrem, good health, wealth%/

victory over opponents, immortalityvafter

death; and any desired rewards.}

Earthseed offers itg own rewards- room‘

for smell groups of people to begin new lives



And agaim and agaim

May be to say-it,

Almost by?reflex‘

Then to defend 1t\
Because we've defended it

1
And because we cannot admit\

That we've embraced and defended!

An- obvious lie...\

Thus, without thought,

Without intent,

We makel
: |
Mere ecﬁoes\
or ourselves-!
And we sayﬂ

What we hear others 88y .

8. BELIEF |

Belief |
Inititiates and guides action»‘

Or it does nothing;‘

9. DROWNING PEOPLE

Drowning PeOple,

Sometimes die‘

Fighting their rescuers./




61, WHAT OTHERS SAY |

10. WE ARE EARTHSEED |
' Beware:’

All too oftem,

We are all Godseed, but no more or less|
We sayv

th untverse.] :
so tham any other aspect of N What we hear others saye

Godseed is all there is- all thatl We think‘

What we%re told that we think.l

Changes, Earthseed 1s all that spreads \
We see

Earthlife to new earths. The universe 15‘
What we're permitted to see,

theeed, And thﬁl
Godseed, Only we are Ear Worse!

Destiny of Earthseed 15\ We see what we're told that we see,

Repetition and pride are the keys to this.

to take root among the stars.\
To hegr amd to see|

Everr an obvious lie

Agalim




| 11. THE PARADOX |
60, ALL PRAYERS |

All prayers are to Self‘- Why 1s the umiverse?

And, im one wWay or another, To shape God.\

All prayers are answered.l J
| Why 1s God7 |

Pray, |

|

But beware,

To shape the universe..

Your desires,‘

Whether or not yous achieve them1! 15l & TREE}
Will determine who youﬂbecome.,
A tree’

i Cannot grow}

[ Im its parents' shadows.,




13. THE DESTINY OF EARTHSEED

Destiny of Earbh'seedI

Is to take root among the stars.

14, CONEEQ@ENCES[

To get along with God,
Consider the consequences‘

of your behavior.

59 TO EXPLORE THE VhSTNESS‘

The Destiny of Earthseed’

Is to take root among the stars.,

It is to live and to thriver

Cm new earths.l

It is to become new beings|

Armd th consider mew questloms.,

It is to leap into the heavens!

Agaim and agaim,

It 1s to explore the vastness |

|

Of heaver,

It is to explore the vastness

of ourselves.\



58, IMMORTAL LIFE

Take comfort.l

Each move toward the Destinmy,

Each achievement of the Destim,_’

Must meamn mew begirmings,

New worlds,

M of Eartseed, |
|

Alonﬂ.‘

Each of us 1is mortal..

Yet through Eartiseed,

Through" the Destinyy,

We jbinb’
We are purposefui’

Immortal Lifel ,

15, POWER STRUGGLES |

All stbuggles |
Are essenﬂ:iallyI
i

power struggles,

Who will rule,

Who will definﬂn‘

Who will lead,

-refine, |

comfinn,‘

design,

Who will dominmate,

All struggles /

Are essentially power struggles.‘

And most are no more intellectua1|

than two rams\

knocking thelr heads together.l




T ———————

16. CIVILIZATION IS TO INTELLIGENCE:

Civilization is to groups what

intelligence 13\
to individuals., It is a means ofl
combining the‘
Intélligence of many to achieve'
ongoing |

group adaptatiom,

- Qivilization, llke intelligence, may|

serve well,

serve adequately, or fail to serve its’

adaptive

function, When civilization fails tof

serve, it muﬂt\

disintégrate unless it 1s acted upomn

by umifying internal or extérnal forces,

57« SELF IS |

Self is. |

Self is body and bodlly
perception. Self is thought, memory, |
belief. Self creatés. Self destroys. Self |

learns, discovers, becomes. Selfl

shapes, 8elf adapts. Self Inventd 1ts

owm reasoms for beimg. To shape |

God, sheape sslfy



Ignorance grows, |
|
Ignorance |

Protects itself,

And protected,

56, WHEN‘VISION’FAILS\

When@vision'falls|
Directiom is 1ost.l
Whem direction is 1ost’

Purpose may be forgotten,

When purpose is forgottenw

Emotion rules alone,

Whenr emotion rules alone,

Destruction...destruction,

17. WHEN STABILITY DISINTEGRATES

When apparent stabllity disintegrates,!
|

As it must- ‘\

God is Chﬁnge—k

People tend to giveé im |

To fear and depressiom,l

To need amd greed.

When no influence is strong enoughw'

To unify people
They divide.f

Theywstbuggles.~

One agaimt one , l



Group'against group,{

For survival, positlon, power.

The remember old hatés and generaté new ones,

They creaté chaos and nurttre it.(

They kill and kill and k%11,

Until they are exhausted amd destboyed,’

Untll they are conguered by outside forces’
Or until one of them becomesl
A 1eader\
Most will follow,\
Or a tyrant’

Most fear,

55. IGNORANCE |

|
Beware:
Ignnrancef

Protects 1tself.{

Ignnrannef

Promotes suspicion,

Suspiciciom

Engenders fear,

Fear quails,

Irrational and blind,

Or fear looms,

Deflant and closed.

Blind, closed,\

Suspicious, afraid,




To be led by & thief|

is to offer up{

your most precious treasuresl

to be stolem.
To be led by a 11arl
is to ask\
to be told 11es.\
To be led by & tyrantl

a
is to sell yourself‘

and those you love'

into slavery,‘

18, ANY CHANGE |I

Any Change may bear seeds of benefit, |

Seek them out,

Any Change may bear seeds of harm.

Beware,

God is infinmitély malleable.!

God is Chaenge. |



19, ALL SUCCESSFUL LIFE"

All successful life 1is |

Adaptable,‘

Opportunistic,

Temaclious,

Intercomected, and’

Fecund .

Understand this.[

Use 1tti

Shape God.

54, CHOOSE YOUR LEADERS

Choose'your 1eaders|

To be led by a coward'

|
is to be controlleél

byrall that the coward fears, |

To be led by a fool

is to be led |

by the opportunistsﬂ

who control the fool.

withh wisdom and forethought. To

|
|



53. DO THE mossmw’

We cam,‘

Eactr of us, |
Do the 1mpossible|

Aslong as we cam convince ourselves‘

That it has beem done before./

=

20. LIFE THAT PERCEIVES ITSELF CHANGING

We are Eartﬁseed‘

The life that perceives itself

Changing,

21, WHAT A LIVING WORLD WILL DEMAND

There is mo endl

To what a living world\

Will demand of yow.[



22, EARTHLIFE

We are Earthseed.

We are flesh- self awareJ

questing, problem-solving flesh, We are thatl

aspect of Earthilife best able to shape God\

knowingly. We are Barthlife maturing, Earthiife\

preparing to fall away from the parent world.l

We are Earthlife preparing to take root im \

new ground, Earthlife fulfilling its purpose,\

Iits promise, its Destiny.

52, MAKE PEACE |

To make peace with others,\
Make peace Withtyourselfz‘
Shape God |
With generosity\

Ard compassiom,

Minimize hHarm,

Shield the weak,

Treasure the immocent.

Be true to the Bestiny.

Forgive your enemies,

Forglve yourself.'




51, PURPOSE UNIFIES US |
_ |

Purpose |

Unifies uss

1t focuses our dreams,

Strengthens our efforts.

Purpose
Guides our planS.|

Defines us,

Shapes us,\

And offers usl

Greatness.

23. A PHOENIX |

Im order to risei
From its own‘ashas:
A phoenix’

First[

Must'

Burm,

24, KINDNESS |

Kindness eases Change.




i
25, CAST ON NEW GROUND

Earthseed5
Cast om’ﬁéW“ground;
|

Must first perceive i

That it knows nothing,.

26. EMBRACE DIVERSITY‘
Embrace diversity. [
Umite-

Or be divided 0\

robbed,  ruled, killed,

By those who see you as prey.{

Embrace dlversity‘

Or be destroyed.

50, PARTNERSHIP |

Partnership is giving, taking,

learning, teaching, offering the‘
greatest possible benefit while doing |
the 1east_possib1e harm. Partnﬁrship‘ |
is 11fe.ﬁ
Any entity, any process that;
cammot or should not be resisted or
avoided must somehow be

partnered., Partner onme another,

Partner diverse communities. Partneri

life. Partner any world that is your‘

home, Partner God. Ornly  im

thrive, 8rowW,

partnership cam we

Change. Only  im partnership cam we
|

live. l




49, PARADISE |
|

The child im each of us | 27, A GATHERING OF EARTHSEED

Kiwows paradise.

Paradise is home,

Once or twicef
Home as it was} '

Or home as it should have been ° \ each week |

Paradise is ome's owm place, ’ A Gathering of Earthseed/

One's owm people,

1s a good and necessary thing.

One's own!world,i

Wil
Knowing and known, It vents emotiom, them

|
Perhaps eveﬁl

Quiets the mind.|

Loving and loved.

Yet every chlldr It focuses attentionu\

Im cast from paradise-l
strengthens purpose, and\

Into growth and destruction5‘

unifies people,

Into solitude and new community,

Into vast, ongoling |

Cl‘ianfge e I




28. THE GALAXIES \

Changes.

The galaxies move through space.!

The stars ignite,

vurm, |

age,

!
cool,
|

Evolving.

God is Change.

God prevails.\

48, HIDDEN WITHIN CHANGE |

God 1s Change |

And hidden withim Change |

Is surprise, delight,

Confusiom, pain,

Discovery, loss,

Opportunity, and growth,.

As always,l

God exists |

To shape

And to be shaped,




477, UNENLIGHTENED SELF-INTEREST

Beware:

At war]

Or at peace,

More people die|

0f unenlightened self-inmerest‘

Tham of any other disease.’

29. THE REST OF WHAT WE NEED|

God 1is meither good nor evil.‘

neither loving ‘

nor hating.

God 1s Power.

God is Change,

We must find the rest of what we need'

withinm ourselves,

|
im ome another .H

im our Destiny.




30, SHAPE SELF

|
The Self must create
Its own reasom for beingu{

To shape God, ’

Shape Self.

31. SCULPTOR AND CLAY [

As wind,f
As fire,.
As water.!
As life,l

God‘

Is both creative and destructive,

Demand ing and yielding.‘

Sculptor and clays.

God is Infinite Potentia1=|

God is Change,

k6, DO NOT WORSHIP GOD

Do mot worship God |

Inexorable God‘
Neither needs nor wants

Your worship.

Instead,

Acknowledge and attend God.i

Learnﬁfrommaod,,

With forethought and intelligence,

Imaginatiomr and 1ndustrm.{
|

Shape God.

Whemnn you must,

Yield to God./
Adapt and enﬂure./

For you are Earthseed,

And God 1is CHange.l




k5, CIVILIZATION |

Ccivilizatiom is to groups what 1ntelligence\
is to individuals. Civilizatton provides wayst
of combining the informatiom, experience.(

and creativity of the many to achieve ’

ongoing group adaptability%l

32, YOUR TEACHERS |

Your teachers |

Are all around you,

All that you perceive,

All that yow experience,

All that is givem to yow

or takhnxfromlxﬁu%

All that you love orrhate.(
need or fear‘
Will teach1$DW"‘

If you will learm,

God is your rirstw

and your- last teacher,

God is your Harshest teacher:(

subtle,f demaﬁding3|

Learm or die, /




|
33. PRAY WORKING |

Tenaclious of 11fe.{

Respect God:‘
Shaper of God,

Pray working.

Pray 1earn1ngbl Watbr.‘
planuing.‘ Fire, |
doing. '
Pray creating, Sculptor,
teachﬁng;[ Clay.\
reachimz,

You are Earthseed!|

Pray working.
Armd your Destiny,i

Pray to focus your thoughts,

still mnur'fears.‘ The Destiny of Earthssed,

|
strengthen your purpose.l
Is to take rootl

Respect God.l
Among the stars.

Shape God.

Pray working.




4%. THE WORDS OF WELCOMING 34, IMAGES OF GOD

These are the words of welcoming:

|
Creaté no images of de.)

We, your people

Accept the 1mages}

Welcome yow,

that God has provided.

We are Earthseed.l

. A ' They are everywhere,
You are Earthseed=- ]

im everythime,

Ome of manww

God is Change—‘
One unique,\

|
Seed to tree, |
Ome small seed,

tree to forest;[
One great promise,

Rainm to river,




river to seaj

Grubs to bees,

bees to swarm.\
From one, manw:l
from many, ona=|

Forever umliting, growing, dissolving=

forever Changimg.

The unﬁverse‘

is God"%s self-portrait,

43, TO BENEFIT YOUR WORLD |

To shape God |

With wisdom and forethought,

To benefit your world,‘

Your people,

Your life,

Consider consequennes,{

Mimimize harm,

Ask questtions,

Seek answers,
Learm.‘

Teach, |




42, WE HAVE LIVED BEFORE |

We Have lived before,

We will live agaim.

We will be silk,

Stome,

Mind,
Stare
We will be scattered,l
Gathared,‘

Molded, ||

Probed.
We will 11ve|
Amd we will serve life.'

We will shape GOd’

Anmd God will shape us,
Agaim.’

Always agaim.l

Forevermore.

35. WE ARE BORN

Here we are-l

EnerSWp‘

Mass,

Life, |

Shaping Life,

Hinﬂ,i

Stapimg Minmd,

God.j

Shaping God,

Conaider-‘

We are ﬁom‘
Not withlpurposer

But with~potenmla1.‘




36. WE GIVE OUR DEAD |

We give our deadl

To the orchards ‘
And the groves.‘
We give our dead[

To life.

41, DEATH

|
Death |
Is a great Change-‘

Is 1life's greatést Chenge.

We Honor our beloved dead.\
As we mix their essence with the earth;‘

We remember them,

Ard within us,

They live.



ho, GOD IS TRICKS’I‘ER|

God is Change.

God is Infindte, ’

Irresistable,

Inexorable, .
Indifferent.\
God 1is Trickster.‘

Teacher, |

Chaos, |

Clay= |

God 1s Chengee.

Beware: |

God exists to Shape\
And be shaped-'

And to be shaped.

37% DARKNESS GIVES SHAPE |

Darkness |
Gilves shape to the light‘
As light,

Shapes the darkness.

Deatm;

Gives shape to life‘
As 11fe€
Shapes death.’
The mmiverse}
And God:
Share this wholeness.[
anhi

Definmimg the other,

God |
Gives shape to the universef
As the universe‘

Shapes God.\




38, CHAOS |

c&aosi

Is God's most dangerous face-,

Amorphous, roiling,. hungryu’

Shape Chaos-i

Sﬁape God,

AG‘bo ||

Alter the speed

Or the directiom of Change.’

Vary the scope of Change.

Recombime the seeds of Change, ’
Transmute the impacé of Cﬁaage.l

Selize Change,

Use 1it.

Adapt and grow.

39, POSITIVE OBSESSION

God 1is Change,

Ard im the end,!

God prevails,

Eut m&anﬂhileaoo

Kindness eases Change,

Love quiets fear,

And a sweet and powerful}

Positive obsessioml

Blunts pain,

Diverts rage.‘

And engages each of us |

In the greatest,

The most ir:tenseI

,‘Hosen'struggleso




